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be compared with that of his ancestor Giovanni delle Bande
Here to see that armour is by this time no longer worn for
use, but merely for show. And the large lace collar, the lace
cuffs, and the sash, not worn round the waist as hitheito,
but over the shoulder, all tell the same tale.

In 1636 Ferdinand, ashamed of the many humiliations he
suffered from the subordination of the whole country to the
Jesuits, and at the state of misgovernment to which it had
thereby been reduced, had just resolved to emancipate him-
self from the Grand Duchess Christine's authority and to
rule independently, when in December of that year she died,
at the age of seventy-two.25 Excellent as she was as the
mother of a family, and in the social sphere, she was hope-
lessly incapable of ruling; and the country never recovered
from the effect of the clause of Cosimo IFs will which en-
tailed upon it sixteen years of the rule of a woman utterly
unfitted for such a task. When she died Tuscany had become
almost more under the domination of the ecclesiastics than
Rome itself; clerics of every kind and degree swarmed
throughout the country; nearly every office was in their
power, they treated the Grand Duke's officials with insolence,
telling them that they would obey no laws and pay no taxes
.but such as had the authority of the Pope; most of the prop-
erty of the country was owned by monastic orders, and
therefore exempt from taxation, there were over four thou-
sand nuns in Florence alone; the people were crushed by
taxation borne by only a portion of the population; trade and
agriculture were languishing; and licentiousness, crime, and
ferocity (going unpunished for lack of the strong hand),
were rampant. The Inquisition held its gloomy court in the
cloisters of Santa CroCe, the most dreaded place in Florence,
whither all who did not please the Jesuits were likely sooner
or later to find themselves summoned. Torture, confiscations,
and penalties, under the orders of the "Holy Office/' became
common things to the Florentines; and the dismal pomp of